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Diageo Fires Back at Jack Daniel’s over Tenn.
Whiskey Law
TULLAHOMA, Tenn. (PRNewswire) — Claiming the integrity of Tennessee whiskey is
"under attack" [1] Brown-Forman's Jack Daniel's [2] asserts the only way for
Tennessee whiskey to be a "premium product representing a world-class standard
and utmost quality" is for it to be aged in new oak barrels. Interestingly, according
to the website of Brown-Forman owned Early Times whiskey [3], the brand is aged
and barreled in "used oak barrels". Therefore, by their logic, Brown-Forman has
deemed its own product inferior.
Despite being a competitor to Early Times, Diageo [4] has rushed to Early Times'
defense. George Dickel Master Distiller John Lunn provided perspective on the issue.
"At George Dickel we use new oak barrels, but that is because we choose to make
whiskey that way. We don't think there should be a law that says this is how we, or
anyone else, have to make whiskey," explained Lunn.
Diageo firmly believes a single company should not be able to unilaterally
determine the definition of an entire category. At its base, it is anti-competitive and
protectionist. Diageo supports a return to the flexibility that Tennessee whiskey
distillers have had for the past 125 years, up until last year when Brown-Forman
convinced the Tennessee legislature to define Tennessee whiskey as the Jack
Daniel's recipe.
Guy L. Smith, IV, Executive Vice President, Diageo North America, and a former
resident of Tennessee said, "Brown-Forman's sleight of hand legislation they
managed to get passed last year, which many refer to as simply 'The Jack Daniels
recipe law', creates an anti-competitive situation that will stifle innovation from
skilled Tennessean distillers, both large and small."
Brown-Forman's assertion that rejuvenated barrels produce a lower quality product
is false and the billions of dollars that consumers spend across the world on scotch
and other whiskeys that are commonly aged in rejuvenated barrels is a testament
to that. The process of rejuvenating barrels is a technical and sophisticated practice
and years of wood industry science have shown the maturation of whiskey in
rejuvenated barrels produces the highest quality liquid.
Continued Smith, "We feel that allowing distillers flexibility within a general set of
guidelines helps create a thriving and competitive Tennessee whiskey industry. And
that is in the best interest of all distillers, large and small, as well as the state of
Tennessee."
About Diageo
Diageo is the world's leading premium drinks business with an outstanding
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collection of beverage alcohol brands across spirits, beer and wine. These brands
include Johnnie Walker, Crown Royal, JεB, Windsor, Buchanan's and Bushmills
whiskies, Smirnoff, Ciroc and Ketel One vodkas, Baileys, Captain Morgan,
Tanqueray, Guinness, Beaulieu Vineyard and Sterling Vineyards Wines.
Diageo is a global company, with its products sold in more than 180 countries
around the world. The company is listed on both the New York Stock Exchange
(DEO) and the London Stock Exchange (DGE). For more information about Diageo,
its people, brands, and performance, visit us at Diageo.com. For our global resource
that promotes responsible drinking through the sharing of best practice tools,
information and initiatives, visit DRINKiQ.com [5].
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